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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of the Claims 

1 . This action is in reply to Applicant's RCE filed 26 January 201 0 

2. Claims 72 and 73 are pending. 

3. Claims 72 has been amended. 

4. New claims 77-79 have been added. 

5. Claims 72, 73, and 77-79 are currently pending and have been examined. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

6. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 26 
January 2010 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claims 72, 73, and 77 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 
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Claim 77 recites a system for controlling financial transactions of an organization. 
However the body of the claim does not provide the structure of the system. A "financial 
management system including a computer having a storage" and a "money transaction 
card system including a computer having a storage" are not sufficient to describe the 
system. System structural elements must distinctly claim the specific hardware or 
machine(s) which are performing the functions of the claim. A system with a general 
purpose computer is insufficient in this regards because the claim could be interpreted 
as simply a computer. Therefore, the claims fail to distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. Claims 73 and 77 are rejected under similar 
reasoning. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 0. Claims 72-73 and 77-79 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Langhans et al., U.S. Pat. No. 5,621,201 (hereinafter, Langhans). 

As to claim 72, Langhans discloses a system for controlling financial transactions 
of an organization, comprising: 

a financial management system including a computer having a storage and providing 
control, by defining a management system limit, and accounting for financial 
transactions of multiple users within the organization (invention details a hierarchical 
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purchasing control system for a corporation and its employees) (abstract; col. 3, line 62- 
col. 4, line 24; col. 2, lines 30-39; Figs. 2 and 8); and 

a money transaction card system including a computer having a storage, associated 
with the financial management system and providing control, by controlling transactions 
responsive to a card system limit and the management system limit where the card 
system limit is a limit on a money transaction card set by the money transaction card 
system issuing the card where the card system limit and the management system limit 
are independently enforced (individual employees can be given specific card limits and 
each level of the employee hierarchy can be assigned group limits which differ from the 
individual limits) (col. 3, line 62-col. 4, line 2, col. 4, lines 50-65; Figs. 5 and 6). 

As to claim 73, Langhans discloses wherein the money transaction card 
comprises one of purchase card, debit card, prepaid card, credit card, check card, 
procurement card, fleet card, corporate card, expenses card, combination card, and 
travel card (credit card) (col. 2, lines 59-61). 

As to claim 77, Langhans discloses wherein the management system limit is 
independently enforced prior to a transaction. 

Claims 78 and 79 recite method and computer readable medium claims with 
similar limitations to claim 72 and are rejected accordingly. 

Response to Arguments 
1 1 . Applicant argues that Langhans does not disclose a "management system limit 
and a card system limit which are independently enforced." 



Application/Control Number: 09/922,106 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3695 

The Examiner disagrees. Langlians discloses an automated purcliasing control 
system which is customizable for up to a seven level employee hierarchy (Fig. 2, col. 4). 
Figure 2 shows this hierarchy clearly: at the top is the overall company, then 2 divisions 
each comprising 2 departments with each department having 2 individual cardholders. 
Langhans discloses assigning individual card system limits to each individual cardholder 
(Cardholders 1-8). Langhans also discloses a management system limit which is the 
spending limit assigned to the next level up on the hierarchy (Departments 1-4). Each 
separate Department has its own limit; consequently, a purchase by Cardholder 1 in 
Department 1 does not affect Department 2. Therefore, the limitations are disclosed by 
Langhans. 

Conclusion 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SETH WEIS whose telephone number is (571)272- 
1882. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 to 5, Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Kyle can be reached on (571) 272-6746. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/SETH WE IS/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3695 

/Charles R. Kyle/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3695 



